
Thank you for your interest in the University of Pittsburgh Golden Girls.  We encourage everyone to support the University and no better way than through the Varsity Marching Band program.   The Golden Girls perform a combination of twirling and dancing.  There is about a 50/50 split between the two.  We are looking for individuals who are well rounded in both areas.

To be a “Golden Girl”, you should be versatile and proficient in both dance and twirling.  Although the University does not offer a solo feature twirler position, we showcase individual’s talents on the squad with solo spots during our shows. The Golden Girls perform at all the Panther home football games and various University and civic events.  In the spring season the squad has competed in many NBTA (National Baton Twirling Association), TU (Twirling Unlimited), and Tournament of Bands competitions.  We have proudly captured the NBTA “Grand National/World College half-time” title four times.  

For auditions, we request that the new candidates make up a one (1) to two (2) minute routine to a music selection of your choice.  This routine should best demonstrate your talents in both the twirling and dance area.  Any props may be used, but remember we are a baton twirling group (No fire baton or knives).  Following the individual routines, a short dance and twirling routine will be taught.  The students will be evaluated on skill, style, performance proficiency, and appearance. The auditions are closed to family and friends and returning Golden Girls must audition each year.
The University of Pittsburgh Varsity Marching Band is always looking for fresh faces and new talent to join the elite ranks of the University of Pittsburgh Golden Girls.   For any questions, please contact me at GGEMike@aol.com or Lindsey Sammel-Brett at lsammel@hotmail.com.
We look forward to seeing you and Hail to Pitt!

E. Michael Baldauf & Lindsey Sammel-Brett
University of Pittsburgh

Golden Girls Choreographers
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Department of Bands
Most frequently asked questions:

What to wear to audition?   A dance leotard or dance outfit including tights and twirling or jazz shoes.  No bulky tennis shoe will be permitted on gym floor.

How many girls do you pick?     There is no set number of squad members each year.   Selection is based on ability and talent of each individual.

What trick do I need to know?

· 2-3 turns (horizontal/vertical)

· High toss illusions (front/back)

· Multiple batons ( 2/3) 
· Grand jete
· Turns
· Leaps
· Split
· Kicks
· Leg hold (right)

· Dance twirl combinations
What is the cost involved if I am selected as a Golden Girl??    Each member is responsible for purchasing practice attire, game bags, and any other items specified by the Auxiliary Directors and captains.  A good estimate is $350 to start.  After staple items are purchased your first year, the consecutive years are much less.
Do I have to audition each year?   YES, every member must audition each year.  Being a former member does not automatically guarantee you a spot on the next season’s squad.  We want all members to keep up their skill level.

Are individual routines mandatory??  No, the individual routine is not judged.  It gives you a chance to show the judges what you can do.  Some people have trouble learning the Golden Girl style, and the individual routine gives you the chance to demonstrate your style to the judges.  The individual routine should demonstrate your best twirling and dance style.  Any props can be used, but remember we are a baton twirling team.  This routine is highly recommended.
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Department of Bands

                       Golden Girls                                              Colorguard

NAME______________________________________
 E-MAIL_________________________

ADDDRESS________________________________________________________________________

CITY_________________________________________   STATE _________  ZIP________________

DATE OF BIRTH_______________________________   PHONE_____________________________
Tell us a little about yourself:

YEAR WILL BE AT PITT            Freshman         Sophomore        Junior         Senior        +1             +2

HIGH SCHOOL______________________________________________________________________

HIGH SCHOOL EXPERIENCE__________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

LIST POSITIONS HELD________________________________________________________________

DANCE STUDIO/GUARD ATTENDED___________________________________________________

INSTRUCTOR’S NAME________________________________________________________________
YEARS OF STUDY____________________________________________________________________

ACCOMPLISHMENTS/AWARDS _______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

HEIGHT____________________  WEIGHT_________________________________________________

Please mail the following items to:

PITT BAND AUXILIARY

Attn:  Lindsey Brett
2632 Quail Ridge Lane

Wexford, PA  15090
· Above completed application, by April 8, 2010.
· A current full body photo of you in a black leotard or performance uniform.

· A sealed letter of recommendation.

· Signed Auxiliary Contract (Attached)
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Department of Bands
May 2010
The University of Pittsburgh Auxiliary Units are a visual as well as athletic representation of the University of Pittsburgh.  By signing this form and accepting a position to represent the University of Pittsburgh, you agree to uphold the Appearance and Performance Standards set by the Auxiliary Directors.    These standards include but are not limited to: performing all required choreography, maintain exemplary physical condition (refer to height/weight chart), and adhere to the uniformity of the group as set by the Auxiliary Directors.  Any violation of these standards may result in probation or dismissal from the group at the discretion of the Auxiliary Directors and the Director of Bands.

PRINT NAME____________________________________________________________

SIGNATURE_______________________________________  DATE ________________
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